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Giordani, Igino. Saint Paul, Apostle and Martyr. Trans- 
lated from the Italian Mother Clelia Maranzana and 
Mother Mary Paula Williamson the Cenacle. Mac- 
millan. April, 1946. 286p. $2.50. 


Sholem Asch laid wanton hands, first Christ and then 
the greatest exponent and exemplar Christ, Saint 
Paul. During the public ministry, Christ was notably un- 
willing have harm come His Apostles, though 
permitted come Himself. has not permitted 
harm come unchallenged the character His great- 
est Apostle from Asch’s jaundiced genius. close suc- 
cession, two brilliant lives the Saint have appeared: 
Monsignor Holzner’s Paul Tarsus, and Igino Giordani’s 
Saint Paul, Apostle and Comparisons are odious; 
but reviewer should not shrink from being odious. 
submit that Giordani’s work surpasses Monsignor 
For rounded knowledge Saint Paul would 
suggest course reading: first, Morton’s the Foot- 
steps Saint Paul for the geographical and cultural set- 
ting his life and journeyings; next, Holzner’s Paul 
Tarsus for its fine narrative development and its simpli- 
fication the Letters; and for the crowning understand- 
ing the man himself, all his magnanimous dimen- 
sions, the work here under review. 


Giordani Italian publicist whose excellence the 
field Gospel history has already been recognized. For 
two previous works, The Social Message Jesus and The 
Social Message the Apostles received the Premio 
Savoia-Brabante. are not told whether these are 
available translation. The author has long been suc- 
cessful teacher and journalist, and present associ- 
ated with the Vatican Library. this his introduction 
English readers, fortunate his translators. Both 
are members the Society Our Lady the Retreat 
the Cenacle. Mother Maranzana has lived close the 
blazing hearths learning the university centers 


Turin and Milan. Mother Williamson American 
and convert, and was supervisor schools Mary- 
land before she entered religion. Ars est celare artem, 
especially the art translation. You are unmindful 
throughout that you are reading the author’s own idiom. 
And passages where the author rises eloquent heights, 
the translation rises easily with him. 


Since the outline St. Paul’s life and preaching must 
familiar readers Best Sellers, see need 
digesting the content this book. Giordani knows how 
write history; i.e., tell story; convey fact with the 
endearing zest fiction. St. Paul’s story abounded with 
dramatic values, and the author not insensitive them. 
The two great sources our knowledge St. Paul are 
the Acts the Apostles and the Pauline Epistles. Gior- 
dani performs the remarkable feat making them seem 
one and the same affluent source. This because 
reads the Epistles with the historian’s eye for the con- 
crete situations and events which occasioned them; which 
forced St. Paul formulate, define, develop (in New- 
man’s sense) and defend the Fuith that was him. Thus 
the Epistles become spot news. They come alive and are 
vibrant biography instead abstract theology. 


You sit the Apostle’s side scans the ominous in- 
telligence from Galatia, Ephesus and Corinth, and you 
feel his anguish spirit. The Judaizers are smearing him 
and seeking hobble Grace with the obsolete works 
Mosaic piety, nullifying our redemption Christ and 
beggaring the unsearchable riches His Heart. some 
converts are turning the freedom the Gospel into 
license, the Christ-life the soul were not grow 
and express itself through the virtues Christ, poverty 
spirit and purity heart, meekness, humility and 
mercy; Christ were insincere schizophrenic; 
Christ could proud and ambitious, covetous 
material riches, glutton, envious, given anger 
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Giordani Lewis 


and hatred, dissolute, apathetic toward the Kingdom 
the Father and His righteousness, slothful prayer 
and the works mercy; Christ could one 
spirit the Gospel and quite another the daily con- 
duct His stand-in, the Christian 


Luther had read St. Paul this living, luminous version 
Giordani, would have seen not the warrant but the 
fierce confutation his assertion that, justified, 
have only “believe Christ”, and then, are 
disposed, “peccare fortiter”. Christ was born dingy 
cave that was the haunt beasts, and for considerable 
time was weak and helpless Infant; but grew 
Manhood. the Christ-life born weak the dingy 
breast His followers, amidst brutish passions and the 
defilement sin; but meant grow Christian 
manhood, “the fullness Christ”, did St. Paul, 
and does all the Saints. Not further this growth 
assiduously run the risk forfeiting the nascent 
Christ-life altogether. Grace may state, but was 
never meant static, far less stagnant. 


There really nothing St. Paul’s Letters that not 
discernible the preaching Christ; but how much 
clearer that preaching, especially the Parables, after 
have studied St. Paul. his inspired vision saw 
far into the future. saw the difficulty being 
vigorous Christian today well saw the difficulty 
being one Rome and Corinth One sus- 
pects that would have loved preaching our modern 
audience. was quick appreciate the advantage 
Apostle the great Roman highway system; and 
would just quick see the advantage our popular 
education and wide diffusion learning and culture. 
How his genius would have soared uninhibited letter 
the Parisians, Londoners New Yorkers! made 
headway with the effete idlers Athens, but they were 
degenerate posterity the public that Sophocles wrote 
for and Demosthenes harangued. 


For all his modest confession being unlearned man 
the standards decadent Hellenism, St. Paul was 
person wide culture and universal interests. could 
sure being proud him Information Please. 
needed smart and intelligent audience, quick enjoy 
irony and deftness phrase, and not stupidly insensitive 
the sublime. needed the sort audience that 
Beethoven needed. Imagine poor Ludwig trying get 
favorable hearing for his Fifth among Phrygian cow- 
hands and you will appreciate Paul’s self-immolation 
Galatia. The splendor his genius was lost the dull, 
illiterate people found there. was the man they 
believed and loved, for they could not have understood 
much what was driving at. Had not found 
much higher Corinth and Rome, could not 
have brought his doctrine the magnificent dimensions 
that know. For was far from being academic 
man. loved the madding crowd, and could not have 
written real seclusion from it. was eminently 
practical thinker, and needed have mind living per- 
sons and concrete situations. one the chief merits 
Giordani’s work that brings this out well, and 
thus shows, withal, how towering was the genius that, 
while addressing particular groups and narrow situations, 
succeeded talking the ages. 


Sholem Asch read Giordani with open mind, 
must have felt depraved for much suggesting that 


Best SELLERs 


one the grandest geniuses all time was miserable 
epileptic, just another wretch needing diagnosis 
modern clinic human morbidity. Paul emerges from 
Giordani’s pages complete person, ranking that 
respect only after Christ and His Blessed Mother. 
emerges man who was lavishly endowed with intelli- 
gence, sympathy, leadership and genius for organization, 
was prodigy Grace sure, but that 
detract from his idle attempt besmirch 
minimize Beethoven long his symphonies live. And 
idle attempt besmirch minimize St. Paul 
long the Acts and the Epistles can read. 
tempt asperse the sublime thought and labors 
Paul betray the smallness one’s soul, however big 
may one’s literary talent. 

New York City 


* * * 


Lewis, That Hideous Strength. Macmillan. 
21, 1946. 459p. $3.00. 


Lewis has come back earth. The third and final 
round the battle between the forces good and the: 
forces evil fought out the vicinity quiet 
lish town, Edgestow, site Bracton College. Readers 
the previous volumes the trilogy will recall that the 
first round the battle was fought the planet Mars 
(Malecandra), and the situation was that race 
intelligent beings, who had never experienced even 
thought about the possibility evil, becoming witness 
struggle between two visitors from earth, Ransom, 
good man, and Weston, the personification evil. The 
unwitting inhabitants could not comprehend the nature 
the struggle. Perelandra the scene was transferred 
Venus, and the situation was that humanity after 
God had become man, and the point was made that be- 
cause the fact the Incarnation mankind could 
saved from evil only through Man. Now, the third 
volume, the scene the struggle Edgestow. Ransom 
here, and Weston, and his collaborator, Devine; 
and hovering about the margins the book are the Eldils, 
and the Maleldil, and all the other curious creations 
Mr. Lewis’ fancy. But the protagonists now are very 
ordinary people. Some, because their ordinary virtues, 
are led associate themselves with Ransom. Others, be- 
cause their ordinary vices, become the tools Weston. 
The mark division not intelligence education, but 
sincerity and moral integrity, that there are people 
all “classes” both sides the struggle. 


May 


The reader Lewis must have the discrimination de- 
cipher his symbolism, and see his Macrobes, Eldils, 
and other imaginative creations, something much more 
profound than mere play fancy. St. Paul has warned 
that our battle with principalities and powers, that 
are pitted against angelic intellects. Mr. Lewis 
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associates 
saying the same thing peopling his books with for 
strange visitors from other planets. The reader must 
wise ready accept the position that man, aided 
supernatural Grace (though this precise point not 
clear Mr. Lewis’ writings), has the power the 
the battle. The dangerous fact that many have 
dissipated this power rejecting the spiritual and 
supernatural. 
the worrisome uncertainties our modern civilization birth, 
Mr. Lewis sees through particular difficulties and beyond 
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particular issues the ultimate forces work. em- 
bodies those forces imaginary individuals, and sets 
them loose the lives some very ordinary people living 
very ordinary circumstances. 


first sight nothing would seem have less important 
implications for the world large than the pitiful effort 
second rate Fellow small college play faculty 
politics. Nothing would seem more innocuous than the 
satisfaction his vanity when accepted, more 
less, the “progressive faction”. Yet indulging 
dangerous vice, for once submits the indecency 
being tool the college politicians, but matter 
time before becomes tool the much more in- 


sidious N.I.C.E. 


Now the the National Institute for 
Experiments. has program experiment and ex- 
pansion, including the occupation the town Edge- 
stow, diverting the river, and the destruction the 
Wood, which the pride Bracton. The epi- 
tomizes all those spurious movements and tendencies that 
appeal the modernity the moderns; instru- 
ment progress, advanced thought, the liquidation 
caricature all the pseudo-scientific 
the “humanists” and devotees progress who worship 
God but their grandchildren. soulless and cold, 
mesh intrigues and double-crossing, ruthless 
methods coercion. does not accept resignations, but 
liquidates the resignees. its aim remaking England, 
putting all life and people rigidly scientific basis, 
makes use all the devices advertising, knowing 
well that the most inhuman and insane project will 
accepted given respectable slogan and title. The 
elimination undesirables promoted under the title 
rehabilitation and improvement. The ignorance 
generation betrayed its denial the spiritual man 
and the supernatural provides fertile field operation 


for the 


Mr. Lewis’ strong satire, but for that reason 
most effective indictment. exposes the futility 
many “modern” programs human “betterment”, 
well the bewilderment that settles upon those who cling 
anything, provided acts the name humanity, 
progress, science. Having rejected any purpose 
beyond the immediate present, this lost generation has 
thereby lost its sense value; without the power 
discriminate because aimless. 


the other side the struggle small group that 
has joined itself Ransom, not because campaign 
enlistment, but because the natural affinity people 
good will. Both sides are expecting the return 
Merlin, the ancient Welsh magician, each expecting him 
favor its own side the struggle. When returns 
associates himself with Ransom, becomes the agent the 
field for Ransom’s plan action, and the principal 
cause the final defeat the This climax 
should not spoiled for the reader, but will not 
violation professional courtesy mention that the end 
the N.LC.E. violent its beginning; they really 
destroy themselves, falling victim their own hatreds, 
jealousies, and mad devices. 


Those who are familiar with the legend Merlin, his 
birth, parentage, and place the legend Arthur will 


Wakeman 


see special significance arousing the sleeping magician 
make him the champion the victory good over evil. 


This novel relates but few weeks the lives few 
imaginary people, but captures and portrays critical 
moment very real struggle: that struggle which 
fallen man finds himself committed the very fact 
the fall. The author tells that, although the third 
book the trilogy, this book can read and understood 
independently the other two. This point which 
difficult pass judgment when one has already en- 
joyed the first two books. That Hideous Strength does 
not have the imaginative sweep the previous books, but 
this is, part least, advantage, for one not called 
upon sustain here the continued high level imagina- 
tion and emotion that was necessary reading the other 
two. has the satire, and the penetrating comment and 
observation that characteristic Lewis his best. 
Lewis his best needs further recommendation. 


Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Book the Month Club--- June Selection 


Wakeman, Frederic. The Hucksters. May 
27, 1946. 3-307p. $2.50. 


Victor Norman, smart young radio advertising executive 
fresh from overseas stint with gets top job with 
top New York advertising firm: Kimberly and Maags, 
whose largest client, Evan Llewelyn Evans, the Beautee 
Soap king, has been making nervous wreck out Kim- 
Kim smart but worrier, and turns whiskey, 
women and benzedrine for relief from the high-tension 
slavery appeasing Evans, who places twelve million 
dollars worth radio advertising with Kim’s firm every 
year and then tries tell the firm how run its busi- 
ness. Vic, cynical and less jumpy than Kim, goes for 
whiskey and women without the benzedrine. 


Rinehart. 


Vic’s task account executive keep Old Man Evans 
line and the same time retain his patronage. 
succeeds admirably that sent Hollywood 
close important deal. Here becomes friendly with 
Kay Dorrance, whose husband abroad with the OSS. 
This friendship turns into adultery, the two lovers plan- 
ning divorce for Kay she and her two small children 
can live with Vic. 

Evans’ obstinacy and interference precipitate crisis 
the deal Vic was sent Hollywood conclude, and 
eturns New York under cloud. Because his 
desire marry Kay, Vic longer his old nonchalant 
self, but fired with ambition obtain partnership 
with Kim and keep the goodwill Evans. goes 
board meeting which, for the first time, Evans man- 
ages instill him the same deadly fear which 
holds Kim and everyone else thrall. Through fluke 
Vic emerges from the ordeal victorious, but shaken 
inwardly the fact that Evans had last “gotten his 
goat” that rejects proffered partnership from Kim, 
quits his job, and telephones Kay, calling off union 
which now realizes could bring happiness neither 
them. 


This reviewer feels intensely irritated with Mr. Wakeman. 
that author had turned out merely another objection- 
able novel would routine matter. The Hucksters 
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Castle 


objectionable all right, but not merely objection- 
able: also highly professional job, deft plot and 
characterization, with some really hand-tooled dialogue. 
Worse yet, the man has ideas—many them good ones. 
Despite this prodigality talent has produced, instead 
the book might have had, sordid rec fornica- 
tion, adultery, gutter talk and amorality (p. 20, 23, 36, 
40, 70-79, 85, 120, 235, 244, etc.). There attempt 
idealize romantic love the illicit union with Kay, which 
becomes almost funny when implied that divorce 
legitimate means preserving the integrity that 
essential social unit which sociologists call “the family” 
(p. regretfully, but emphatically, cannot rec- 
ommend this book. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 


Washington, 


* 


Castle, Marian. Deborah. Morrow. May 15, 1946. 


372p. $2.75. 


Brideshead Revisited Evelyn Waugh presents picture 
the slow, creeping cancer which gnaws the structure 
decadent British society; Deborah Marian Castle de- 
picts the soul-warping effects the American greed for 
culture. Both books are novels but both possess 
value which more enduring than the usual ephemeral 
interest aroused story, however good, for both Waugh 
and Castle have chosen portray the basic weaknesses 
modern life manner which calculated impress the 
reader more effectively than most sermons. 


Deborah takes its title from the central character, Deborah 
Seerlie, who seventeen when the story opens 1896. 
She growing the Dakota prairies, the only child 
parents who fail understand the ambitious 
dreams which drive their daughter want more from life 
than the prospect early marriage neighboring 
farmer. Spurred the thoughtless ridicule Justin 
Greer, young instructor sick leave from the University 
Chicago, Deborah determined gain much 
edge she can. short stay Gideon College 
interrupted her mother’s illness. 


Following Mrs. Seerlie’s recovery, Deborah accepts teach- 
ing position nearby town. There she meets Will 
Trueman, superintendent schools, young, handsome, 
and the proud possessor A.B. degree and medal 
for oratory. represents Deborah the acme her 
dreams, and their marriage the climax brief and 
proper courtship. 


Marriage Will something less than Deborah’s dreams 
had envisioned, but she follows her husband loyally from 
one poorly paid teaching position another. the 
young girl, the degree which her husband has earned 
more important than his lazy and incompetent ways. 
though Trueman’s incompetency indirectly the cause 
his death, Deborah ignores the evidence and enshrines 
his memory her heart. Soon she finds that memories 
will not pay the rent, and she opens her home boarders 
from construction crew provide for her two children, 
Richard and Arden. posthumous child Abigail 
(called Gay) born several months later. Resolved 
obtain all the advantages she can for her children, De- 
borah marries Ira Laing, foreman the construction crew, 
although she shudders his grammatical lapses. 


Before many years have passed, Deborah known the 
cultural leader Waukana. Thanks Ira’s busines 
ability, she has gained for her children the material 
vantages good home, fine library, piano lessons, and 
all the impedimenta the quest for culture. mother 
will, she hopes realize her children her own greed for 
gentility, particularly the gentility which hovers around 
degree. And, children will, her son and daughter 
disappoint her. Richard dies 
War Arden attends the university Chicago, 
take degree, and stays Chicago copy write 
for advertising agency because she has fallen love 
with Mark Strange, owner the agency; and Gay, 
tracted her sister’s Bohemian existence, turns her back 
college and remains Chicago fashion illustrator, 


Unfortunately, Gay believes all the brittle, brilliant words, 
about Freud, sex and freedom, words which are 
spoken Arden and her friends. Arden dazed 
shock when she summoned St. Louis find her sister 
dying after the birth child. She promises rear the 
child, Linda, her own, and keep the true cause 
Gay’s death secret from Deborah and Ira Laing. 


Later Arden learns that Mark Strange the father 
Gay’s child. Overwhelmed remorse, Mark asks Arden 
marry him that they can rear the child together, and 
she accepts this joyless proposal. When Mark become 
ill and Arden wants Arizona with him, Deborah 
called take care Linda. Just before Arden and 
Mark leave Chicago, Deborah learns that Linda not 
adopted child, but Gay’s little This knowledge 
gives Deborah the strength shoulder the task 
ing another child, strength which sorely needed be. 
cause Ira’s recent death has left her precarious 
cial condition. 


The last portion the novel depicts Deborah’s return ‘to 
the eroded soil her parents’ farm Black Willow, the 
only property which she has salvaged from the ruin 
the depression the thirties. There the struggles, dis 
appointments, and shabby futility her life are resolved 
the struggle with the soil. There too Linda makes her 
choice the quest for culture, but different way 
than Arden and Gay had done years before. 


The characterization more than satisfactory 
reader, particularly the case Deborah who 
veloping character. She grows through the novel 
maturity thought well years. Restless, seeking 
Arden presented convincing manner, although the 
resolution her soul-conflict not particularly 
able. Mark and Gay suffer comparison. Running 
through the novel, which covers the years from 1896 
the present, are references the events the day, tastes 
literature, dress, politics, psychology, and 
The Lost Generation Scott Fitzgerald fame 
lineated with understanding and skill. 


Mrs. Castle’s first novel cannot compared with 
Brideshead the basis style, since the latter 
polished craftsman the art literary technique, but 
first novel. From moral viewpoint criticism must 
included, however, the apparent acceptance Mark’s 
divorce from his first wife and his subsequent marriage 
Arden, even though neither partner experienced 
ness the second marriage. The frequent mention 
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the advancement plot the development char- 
acterization. These incidents make the book unacceptable 
for the adolescent group, but recommended for gen- 


eral adult reading. 
Gertrude Horgan, 
Incarnate Word College, 
San Antonio, Texas 


* * 


Farrell, James Bernard Clare. Vanguard. May 13, 


1946. 367p. $2.75. 


Now that Theodore Dreiser dead, Mr. Farrell may lay 
rightful claim the chair America’s most incompetent, 
most offensive, and—a point which more regrettable— 
most widely-translated novelist. impossible re- 
view his latest book, since the author has nothing say 
which could possibly interest any person with 
glimmering intelligence any continent the uni- 
verse. Instead, possible indicate how Mr. Farrell 
goes about the job filling certain number pages 
which apparently appeal minority drooling cretins 
year after year. 


the none too intelligent traveller shows flashes insight 
times; once, scientific laboratory, observes 
moronic dabbler attempting create colored cloth 
feeding insects dyes which will radiantly infuse their 
excremental spinnings. The scientist frowsy, the room 
dirty, and the results ineffectual. Swift, beyond Gulliver, 
has nothing but intense scorn for the wasted labors. Mr. 
Farrell elects work similar surroundings: ob- 
sessed the slum mind (which quite different thing 
from the slum area which those minds inhabit). 
time the local New York, rather than his familiar 
Chicago. spite the advertising, the city not real, 
and there insight into the “raucous prohibition era” 
which the alleged period the story. The reviewer 
was journalism the time, and Farrell’s few phrases 
are utterly unreal. 


Mr. Farrell also elects use artificial schemes for coloring 
his cobwebs: has set dirty dishes into which 
dips for material: the same dishes, the same effluvia, the 
same result book after book. One row contains nine 
saucers for the commandments (murder slighted). 
cannot recall more studied, strained, infantile boastful 
blasphemy than present the current offering his 
publishers. Farrell goes out his way insult the mys- 
tery the Trinity, the morality Mary, the honor 
Christ what the hangers-about radio studios would 
call picturesque language. Beside Farrell, Antaole France’s 
classic quotations are amateurish, and comparatively rev- 
concern with the crudities adultery, 
fornication and abnormality are equally adolescent, and 
without any the “heroic” mold his admirers chant 
about. His new chief character and his associates experi- 
ment with various Harlem haunts; make easy conquests 
salesmen, swap the most banal conversation have 
ever read, and rot out interest before each page done. 


The would-be novelist, Bernard Clare, has what the ad- 
vertising jacket calls “poignant” love affair. There are 
various definitions this pallid adjective. this case 
synonym for fumbling, sordid, silly. Clare, who 
imbecile, meets female the same species 
Washington Square. She is—and this quite novel— 


Farrell Carter 


unhappily married. They his rooms. They grow 
bolder, and hers. Then the geography becomes un- 
important: Farrell deals out the James Cain mind 
wholesale doses. The climax—also novel—is when the 
husband Eva deeply symbolic choice, not?) finds 
them “together”. There nude fist fight, melo- 
dramatic renunciation scene, and Clare returns Chi- 
cago. Since only twenty-one the last chapter, 
feared that this only the beginning another 
Proustian paper-waste reincarnated Studs Lonigan. 


The other dishes which Farrell employes for his autobi- 
ographies amorous aliases (merely changing names from 
book book Taylor Caldwell does) are: (1) The hero 
must bitter ex-Catholic (this allows for “psychologi- 
cal insight” into shame, “manly” boasting that human 
beings have moral and phrases about 
the external side Catholic ceremonies which make 
book “romantically (2) the hero must hate 
his betters and growl that they have had opportunities 
which were denied him (alternately blaming and praising 
heredity, environment, and Freud the point con- 
fusion); (3) the hero must have mentality all, 
slave his emotions and passions, beat his breast like 
Tarzan, crying “how exciting bad”, and then 
denying that there any such thing evil; (4) the hero 
must intensely bored (ten times much his 
readers), even moments which considers the most 
exciting existence; (5) the hero must admire the 
virility Rodin, the anger Nietzsche, the lushness 
George Moore, the splash Gaugian (as Bernard Clare 
does his “arty” moments); (6) the hero must associate 
only with the proletariat mind, grope for thought like 
them, speak like them, waste life like them; (7) the hero 
must rebel toward all authority, civil, ecclesiastical, 
tangible intellectual; (8) the hero must spend pages 
his hours cleaning his nails, combing his hair, walking 
down stairs, eating cafeterias, selling cigarettes ad- 
vertising space. There are other dishes, but there 
need foul finger with them further. Since artist 
dipping into them, the result will always remain 
broken kaleidescope which had been left behind 
elephant pit after the circus has moved away. 


final word about Swift. trying make concrete his 
concept the fraction mankind which abuses its rea- 
son, hit upon the name Yahoo. These poor sub- 
humans, full possession their faculties, surrendered 
their reason; they were neither irrational animals nor 
madmen, but pitiful parody the broken frame 
blackened characters are all Yahoos. Swift, 
Dean St. Patrick’s, could and did pray for those 
pictures this way. Farrell, conversely, admires the 
Yahoo and invites imitation their ways. his 
Bernard Clare says, after exciting riot following 
YMCA the world will different after the 
revolution. this type Yahoo represent leader- 
ship the world, may God grant all 
early and graceful death. 

James Edward Tobin, 

New York City 


* 


Carter, Dyson. Sin and Science. Publish- 
ing Co. May 13, 1946. 216p. $2.50. 


recent issue the New Masses Mr. Carter explains 
his own satisfaction why Communist. The 
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present book ample proof that one the central ar- 
ticles his Communist faith kind economic inter- 
pretation sin. Communist Russia, tells with en- 
viable simplicity, has completely and 
(sic!) eradicated commercialized prostitution and vene- 
real disease and has practically eliminated abortion, di- 
vorce, and juvenile Communist Russia has 
accomplished all this and more because she, all the 
nations the history the world, has systematically 
applied the economic interpretation sin these and 
other social evils. nations—somtimes referred 
(significantly?) the “democratic” nations—have con- 
sistently failed eliminate these tragic social maladies 
because they persist holding hypocritically bourgeois 
interpretation sin and bourgeois concept love 
and marriage. 


Mr. Carter’s story never thoroughly convincing and 
times simply fantastic the outlandish demands which 
makes upon the reader’s credulity. But, for all that, 
the author deserves least casual hearing, only 
convince the reader that the essence the Communist 
heresy not looked for exclusively its teaching 
private property, but rather the absolutely stark 
materialism its basic concept the nature and destiny 
man. 


Russia has eliminated prostitution, according Mr. Carter, 
working logically from the premise that prostitution 
wholly social evil and that the prostitute the innocent 
victim economic and social conditions. She one 
the “slaves and the losers” society. the reader grants 
for the sake argument that Mr. Carter’s statistics the 
elimination vice Russia are approximately correct, 
left wonder, nevertheless, how the male the 
Russian species automatically made virtuous the 
improvement the economic status women. Chivalry, 
plus the findings even bourgeois sociology, would in- 
cline the average reader grant that most prostitutes are 
actually the unfortunate victims economic circum- 
stances, but amount Communist propaganda can 
force him believe that eliminating the economic 
causes prostitution Russia has thereby eliminated even 
the cruder varieties sexual sin. The democracies may 
very well decadent Mr. Carter says they are, but 
human nature Russia substantially the same 
human nature the United States—or hasn’t Mr. Carter 
heard the caperings the Russian soldiers the areas 
which they have occupied. Hats off Communist Russia 
for whatever success has achieved eliminating vice 
and the social diseases. It’s even possible that the de- 
cadent democracies could profitably school Com- 
muist sociologists—but not, please God, Communist 
philosophers. 


Mr. Carter’s logic wobbly when dealing with 
the problem prostitution, caves completely when 
tries rationalize the admittedly circuitous approach 
Russian Communism the evils abortion and di- 
vorce. The author has admit, course, that the earlier 
Communist legislation actually made abortion and divorce 
easy possible. But, incredibly enough, the under- 
lying purpose this inherently vicious legislation was 
eliminate these two abominations. Communist Russia 
had inherited the bourgeois concept marriage and love 
and until economic and social conditions were sufficiently 
transformed there was nothing but encourage the 
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innocent victims loveless, bourgeois marriage escape 
its consequences and, necessary, dissolve the 
moral partnership. Now that Communism has established 
its utopia, however, every man and every woman (for the 
first time the history the race) now free marry 
out motives genuine, opposed bourgeois, love, 
Consequently abortion and divorce are now legally dis 
couraged because there longer any valid excuse for 
either practice. What does matter Mr. Carter 
explain the reader economic terms the perversity 
those who still insist practicing abortion 
divorcing the spouse who was originally married from the 
purest Marxian motives love? 


The saddest feature Mr. Carter’s amazingly con 
tradictory treatise the apparent sincerity with which 
can swallow his own rationalizations. Prostitution 
the United States sin (and Mr. Carter, God bless him, 
agin it), but prostitution Communist Russia—well, 
either doesn’t exist all it’s temporary reaction 
the ugly heritage bourgeois morality with which the 
Communist regime was saddled during the first few years 
its administration. 


What the economic interpretation the darkening 
the intellect which overtakes certain type American 
liberal when sits down write about Communist 
Russia? 

Rev. George Higgins, 


Washington, 


Martin, The Bells Saint Mary’s. Adaptation 
from the Motion Picture produced Leo McCarey. 
set and Dunlap. May, 1946. 192p. $1.00. 


Books may made into movies, but the process should 
not reversed. For drafting the cinematical material 
the novel form, the best elements both mediums are 
sacrificed. 


his present version The Bells Saint Mary’s, George 
Victor Martin has merely padded the wordage the 
original scenario. The chapters are brief—usually only 
two three pages while the dialogue 
stantially that the movie, dull and insipid without 
the charm Crosby Bergman give life. The 
music, too, lacking, and the movement, and the scenery, 
and the thousand other details that the film embroidered 
over rather slight tale. 


For the benefit the uninformed, the story The Bells 
Saint Mary’s concerns the coming young priest, 
Father O’Malley, his new pastoral charge, Saint 
Here thrust into new experience, that working 
with community Sisters who teach the parochial 
school. The various incidents typical parish life are 
handled with humor and sympathy: misunderstandings 
between the Superior and the Pastor, financial worries, 
the problems resulting from broken homes, the human 
foibles found among group nuns—all these 
factors bring out the glorious and undeniable truth that 
the lives Catholic priests and nuns are marvelously 
interwoven with the lives the faithful. 


Though not recommended from literary standpoint, the 
book may classified harmless; fact, probably 
will receive warm welcome from high school librarians 
who are looking for summer reading for the adolescents. 
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Pyle, Ernie. Last Chapter. Holt. May 29, 1946. 150p. 


$2.50. 


Across the battlefields the world Ernie Pyle followed 
American fighting men. From Africa through Italy and 
the Western Front after D-Day voluntarily shared 
with them their sufferings, hardships, 
Their deeds immortalized two previously published 
volumes, Here Your War and Brave Men. With our 
forces well their way victory Europe Ernie turned 
westward and headed for the Pacific. There Shima, 
April 18, 1945, finally shared, with many those 
men whom was every inch “buddy”, death itself. 


Last Chapter the story that other phase the war. 
Although his favorite outfit was the infantry, here 
soon made himself home with the other branches the 
service. the Marianas and then with the boys who 
flew the B-29’s over the Japanese homelands went 
through those long, unbearable days monotony, and 
the anxious hours waiting until the missions returned. 
Later donned the “blues” and joined aircraft carrier 
the invasion Okinawa. the first waves Marines 
hit the island beach Ernie was there with his familiar 
gear pack and helmet. Although his companion and 
the setting were new makes vividly clear that the 
feelings and emotions men are not different whether 
they invading the beaches Europe unknown 
island the Pacific. 


Modesty, honesty, and unpretentiousness are the marks 
Last Chapter they were this author’s previous 
records the great struggle. not Ernie Pyle’s story 
the war. war seen through the eyes the in- 
dividual who fights the war and whom “is hardly 
ever bigger than hundred yards each side him”. 
Despite few instances profanity Last Chapter rec- 
ommended fitting completion that permanent 


Francis 
New York City 


Curti, Merle. The Roots American Loyalty. Columbia 
University Press. May 13, 1946. 267. $3.00. 


Patriotism real intangible. How did make 
its start our nation, when the nation was itself rootless 
and made the people from many other nations? 
What nourished it? What did mean the colonial 
period, and the early years the does 
mean today? Those are some the questions that Dr. 
Curti attempts answer. also studies the meaning 
Americanism and nationalism the life the na- 
tion. Emphasis naturally placed upon the emotions 
and ideas which have been formative our national 
development. 


Nine chapters, dealing with such matters the birth 
loyalty, the economics loyalty, the testing loyalty, 
and loyalty world crisis, are presented what sub- 
stantially chronological order. order show the 
changing concepts the people with reference pa- 
triotism, the author made extensive use unpublished 
well published material; letters and files news- 
papers were consulted; government documents and Fourth 
July orations were analyzed; and much attention was 
directed toward sermons and academic addresses. was 
believed that the latter would often reflect the spirit 
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the day, far the constantly changing concepts 
patriotism and loyalty were concerned. The abundant 
documentation, the large amount pertinent material 
listed the bibliography, and the very well arranged 
index make this book which scholarly and the same 
time pronounced interest anyone who willing 
include some rather serious but profitable reading what 
should daily even though unending quest 
edge. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Catholic Book Club--- April Selection 


Pope-Hennessy, Una. Charles Dickens. Howell, Soskin. 
Mar. 22, 1946. 488p. $4.00. 


Among English writers only Byron, Shelley and the 
Brontés have been given such comprehensive biographical 
treatment Charles Dickens, and they mainly for psycho- 
logical reasons that are extraneous purely literary con- 
siderations. Right the early Thirties this century, 
when the Ellen Lawless Ternan revelations first made 
their way into the critical foreground, Charles Dickens 
had attracted biographers squarely his fictional merits 
the greatest primary talent the world novel and, for 
English letters, creative force second only Shake- 
speare, those other giants, Chaucer and Milton, trailing 
his Cockney wake. Then, following the lead those 
somewhat dubious authorities, Thomas Wright and Gladys 
Storey, who, their turn, alleged the even more dubious 
unsupported disclosures Canon Benham and old Mrs. 
Perugini, the final married name Dickens’ second 
daughter, Kate, the iconoclasts began their work. 


far the chief ghouls have been Hugh Kingsmill and 
Edmund Wilson, with Alexander Woollcott, prefa- 
tory note the Readers’ Club edition Chesterton’s 
Charles Dickens, unquestionably accepting their uncritical 
acceptance unverified story. The profession 
ghoul not pretty one, but must confessed 
sometimes unearths truths. What about the instance 
Dickens’ putative twelve-years’ liaison with the pretty 
blond Irish actress? the fact could established one 
way the other, would clear the air and reinstate the 
old equilibrium necessary for dispassionate estimate; 
now the asserted mesalliance engulfs dispropor- 
tionate amount attention. Have the necrophiles made 
out their case that this crucial matter his marriage 
Charles Dickens yielded the Chadbandian, Pecksniffian 
hypocrisy successfully laughed out court the 
great novels? Not the satisfaction, certainly, such 
reputable investigator Edward Wagenknecht, who im- 
peaches the sources question with the sensible observa- 
tion: “Be said once and for all that nothing approaching 
evidence has ever been brought forward substantiate 
the contention these writers that Ellen Ternan was 
Dickens’ mistress”. The suggestive fact might also 
kept mind that Dickens’ enemies, and had many, 
have not bequeathed much relevant innuendo 
their voluminous correspondence. Also, there al- 
ways the Tolstoyan parallel the Russian writer’s sudden 
breach with his wife grounds pure nervous incom- 
patibility, explanation G.K.C. long ago advanced for 
Dickens. 
Dame Pope-Hennessy has considered her subject more 
biographical personality than literary genius as- 
sessed. She follows the solid factual tradition Forster’s 


: 
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official biography—presenting many new facts, course, 
especially about the origins the elder Dickens couple— 
and not the path critical estimate down which have 
gone, their various ways, Chesterton, Gissing, Shaw, 
Wilson, and, recently, George Orwell. She most re- 
warding taken codicil Forster’s great 
bequest; but she hardly, her publishers have claimed, 
correction. Literary criticism, upon which, true, 
she ventures rarely, the volume’s weakest point. 
say Phiz, for example, that much feebler artist 
than Cruikshank” betrays strange lack sensibility to- 
ward Dickens’ most inspired illustrator. hasn’t Cruik- 
shank’s mirk-dark demonism, but, after all, was draw- 
ing the elvish clerks Dickens’ lighter fancy, not the 
tortured beard devil-haunted Fagin. 


have always thought that detachment can carried too 
far biography; and antagonism such Belloc’s Eliza- 
beth, Hollis’ Lenin, and Trotsky’s Stalin, positively 
diasables biographer, whatever incidental light they may 
cast upon the facts their subjects’ lives. too strong, 
perhaps, intimate that Dame Pope-Hennessy does not 
care for Dickens; but she certainly Dickensian. Her 
work first-rate many ways; also more than 
little deficient sympathy. 

Charles Brady, 

Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New 


Shridharani, Krishnalal. The Mahatma and the World. 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. May 23, 1946. 247p. $3.50. 


This not biography Mahatma Gandhi, nor 
discussion the politics India during the Gandhian 
life and ideals dominating it. difficult review the 
book because written short chapters, each having 
special message for the readers elucidating certain guid- 
ing principles life this remarkable man. Dr. Shrid- 
harani has done splendid work which may help remove 
some misconception about Gandhi the man, Gandhi the 
political leader and Gandhi the saint, three aspects the 
complete whole. performs this difficult task draw- 
ing portraits various stages Gandhi’s life—(a) 
young Indian student London, (b) Gandhi barrister 
India, not successful one, (c) Gandhi South Africa 
for what thought and felt Truth, 
freedom and justice for man, (d) Gandhi the Mahatma 
India leading the most gigantic fight for freedom against 
the imperial power Britain with soul-force and not 
sword. 


One the best things about this book, which may 
misunderstood critics that the author has tried 
explain Mahatma’s position every question under dis- 
cussion quoting his own writings, that there will 
misunderstanding. 


Dr. Shridharani the very outset brings out the point 
that Gandhi primarily religious man and quotes the 
Mahatma: 

“My experiments the political field are known, not 
only India, but certain extent the ‘civilized’ 
world. For they have not much value... What want 
achieve—what have been striving and praying 
achieve these thirty years—is self-realization, see God 
face face, attain Moksha (Salvation)”. 
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This might not believed materialists; but those 
understand that political freedom with all its promises 
glamor may not bring spiritual emancipation will under. 
stand the spirit behind the above statement. 


Gandhi, politics not the end life; and the 
power this frail Hindu lies his faith spiritual powe 
based upon observng moral laws life which calk 
Truth. There cannot any compromise between 
and Untruth under any condition. This was the prin. 
ciple which Gandhi followed when was 
law South Africa. According the code 
the “legal ethics” practitioner, protecting the 
interest comes first; but Gandhi Truth comes first 
Thus Gandhi held that professional duty lawyer 
“immoral” when tries place clients’ interests above 
the responsibility upholding Truth. one occasion 
while was engaged defend rich Indian 
who was charged with defrauding the Government 
garding customs, duty, etc., Gandhi, when was con 
vinced that his client’s position was based upon un-truth, 
apologized before the court for dishonesty his 
and pleaded guilty. doing became object 
ridicule but was happy that did not betray 
conscience (pp. 42-44). 


Gandhi’s fight against the white man’s racial imperialism 
South Africa the greatest the modern spiritual 
struggles any political Gandhi and his 
lowers suffered undo unjust laws. won his battle 
without violence, although was victim 
Here his strength was based the moral law which 
should dominate every free soul. Gandhi believed that 
must not submit the evil and for this must take 
all consequences (p. principle was the basis 
the philosophy Satyagrata (which not passive 
sistance but upholding truth spite all suffering). 
Dr. Shridharani points out that this philosophy Gandhi 
has its roots Indian heritage (p. 61). Some may think 
that practice civil disobedience advocated Gandhi 
was courting chaos; but actuality Gandhi never 
cated disobeying any law which accepted one 
founded Truth. But Gandhi insists that “only those 
who are otherwise willing obey the law, have right 
practice civil disobedience against unjust laws” (p. 63). 


Many western medical men will not agree with 
ideas sex life and chastity, discussed the chapter 
dealing with birth-control advocated Mrs. Margaret 
Sanger. But those who are familiar with the ideas 
Dr. Alexis Carrel explained his Man the Unknown 
will find that Gandhi, Hindu, and Carrel 
scientist interested the secret life have 
common about this vital problem control sex life 
and sensuality. 


For the sake accuracy historical incidents, must 
disagree with Dr. Shridharani who gives all credit 
Messrs. Nehru and Gandhi for the adoption Inde 
pendence resolution the Congress Party (p. 133); but 
the man who had most further was Subhas 
Chandra Bose who dared oppose Gandhi 
questions and won presidency the Indian National 
Congress, spite his opposition. 

Dr. Shridharani has given some account Gandhi’s 
cational theories which are shared 
nationalists and also Gandhi’s opposition modern 
dustrialism and possible trends India 
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The work not connected study any one 
theme nor piece historical research; but will 
help the general public understand the spirit dominat- 
ing Gandhi’s life. 
Taraknath Das, Ph.D., 
New York University 


Masters, Dexter, and Way, Katharine, ed. One World 
None. McGraw-Hill. Mar. 18, 1946. 79p. $1.00. 


When the atomic bomb broke over Hiroshima, spreading 
destruction scale hitherto unknown, the disaster was 
felt not only the wasteland that had been Hiroshima, 
but the conscience every thinking person. Even the 
prospect sudden victory did not quiet the unspoken 
fears, for victory won such instrument could 
hardly the forerunner peace. can agree with 
the foreword this symposium, that “The atomic age 
challenges every wake and adjust our 
thinking, our laws, our ways life that may make 
the best possible use this new force that has been put 
into our hands”. But with all due gratitude the con- 
tributors the symposium for exceptionally clear ex- 
position what the bomb and how came be, they 
still not offer solid basis for adjustment. the world 
has not made its mind about the bomb, the reason 
not that has not given thought, but that has not 
known what think. 


The first chapter describes what the bomb did Hiro- 
shima; and what would have done had exploded 
the air just above the corner Third Avenue and East 
20th Street, near Gramercy Park. sobering intro- 
duction the succeeding chapters dealing with the prin- 
ciple atomic energy, the history our knowledge 
atomic energy, and the development the bomb itself. 
Though the terminology always somewhat technical, 
the authors are generally successful explaining the 
dificulties encountered both the laboratory and the 
factories render them intelligible the lay mind. 
The Roots the Atomic Age, Eugene Wigner, 
the most understandable explanation atomic fission that 
this reviewer has yet seen. 

Later contributors from what has happened what 
might happen. They agree generally that the bomb has 
rendered all other engines destruction obsolete; that 
there defense against the bomb; that the 1945 model 
will undergo many improvements. Why not, for in- 
stance, fit the atomic bomb into the nose rocket? 
Unless controlled, the bomb will bring about the final 
absurdity civilization that thrives only war, the 
annihilation nations. Obviously, there must some 
control, and the opinion the majority these 
contributors that the control should exercised through 
international investigating body under the direction 
international organization scientists. 


This last point the weakest the 
are simply thought out existence and there 
expressed rather naive faith the superior goodness 
the scientific mind. 

The final chapter Walter Lippmann the best the 
symposium. argues for international law and inter- 
national government, and for concept both which 
the subject the law and government will individuals 
and not the separate states. 


Masters Cammaerts 


The book will make profitable reading. For those who 
want something more than the scientific point view, 
and who want “adjust their Monsignor 
Ronald Knox’s God and the Atom recommended 
supplementary reading. 
Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Cammaerts, Emile. The Peace That Left. 
Apr. 24, 1946. 150p. $2.00. 


Political events move swiftly. Not infrequently the inter- 
national scene shifts radically from week week. Hence 
books attempting analyze world affairs are liable be- 
come definitely dated before they reach publication. Here, 
however, book that was written before Day while 
the war was still raging Europe. Today more than 
year later the author’s words ring true that they read 
like prophecy. 

Emile Cammaerts Belgian poet and playwright who 
since 1933 has been Professor Belgian Studies the 
humanistic scepticism Christianity. Like all converts 
burns with consuming zeal spread his new found 
faith and appreciates from personal experience how 
direly the modern world needs Christianity. his con- 
viction that those who fought the war will greatly 
disappointed with the peace settlement. this book 
wishes “to help them master their disappointment 
and work for new hope, the hope that imperfect 
peace might improved”. 

Paris the foreign ministers the Big Five are currently 
searching for peace; but, Cammaerts prophesied before 
Day, “the religious and moral aspects peace are not 
even considered. rest purely materialistic 
structure framed for the purpose placing certain nations 
under restraint, and depend for its efficiency the 
continuity alliances concluded the hope keeping 
them there. That what man today calls peace. 
wondered that God, who gave the world differ- 
ent meaning, should unwilling grant it?” 


During the war God was piously invoked all nations 
hasten the victory justice over tyranny. Even the 
atheistic Communists resurrected the moribund Orthodox 
Church strengthen the morale the Red Army. But 
peace the Almighty politely excluded from all de- 
liberations. are led believe that, though Divine 
Help necessary war, man his own ingenuity can 
prepare the blueprints for peace. this not sheer 
hypocrisy, its best crass stupidity. 


Today international statesmen shoulder terrifying responsi- 
Upon their deliberations and decisions world 
peace rests. the most part they are the men who 
waged the war. Let them remember that “God can only 
forgive the sin war those who wage can bring be- 
fore the seat judgment the concrete proof their good 
intentions peace which does not betray these inten- 
tions”. These intentions were declared the Atlantic 
Charter and this document obliges not only the leaders 
who endorsed but also the people who accepted 
you approved the principles the Atlantic Charter, you 
can learn from this book how these principles can 
realized effectually. 


* 
3 
ws 


Everyone who interested peace—and what reasonable 
person not interested peace?—will stimulated 
reading The Peace That Left. rich with striking 
and quotable passages. Only with considerable effort have 
avoided the temptation make this review mosaic 
quotations. addition, written such beautiful 
prose that pleasure read. The author will lead 
you the inevitable conclusion that Christianity was 
never vitally important and necessary for this 
post-war world. 


not Roman Catholic. From this book 
would appear that Anglican. makes some 
observations about our Church that not conform 
reality but these are merely obiter dicta otherwise 


inspiring book. 
Harry Koenig, 
Mundelein, Illinois 


Land. May 10, 


Liam. Random House. 


1946. 356p. $2.50. 

may possible for novel written about the 
Ireland the land riots the last century, centering 
about the figure Parnell; but this not it. O’Flaherty 
has drawn too many strings his bow, and they have 
missed their mark, rather than making central design 
the target. tell all his stories, uses the old- 
fashioned technique advancing each part his plot 
slowly separate chapters, then returning tell part 
two another series chapters, and on. The con- 
necting thread thin indeed. 


There are melodramatic questions. the rebel aristo- 
crat, Raoul St. George, friend the Paris rebels 1848, 
succeed leading his former Irish neighbors? Will his 
atheism ironically inspire the superstitious mob peas- 
ants? his daughter Lettice, the apple his eye, who 
alternately talks like encyclopedia and Victorian 
heroine with mentality ten years, marry the bold, 
rugged, bitter Michael O’Dwyer? the unfrocked 
priest, Father Kelly, find peace soul and restored 
parish lost when joined earlier rebellion? Will 
the hatred the bishops lead wide departure from the 
church? Will the Fenians beat the be-jabers out the 
bloody landowners? One the latter the hound- 
hunting Captain Butcher, seizing land like octopus, 
hated all, but feared until there leadership. 
course gets his just deserts: O’Flaherty (who likes the 
theme) has weak-minded, puling officer, Fenton, run 
off with his wife and his buried sovereigns. This has 
nothing with the land riots, but fills lot pages, 
and suits the crowd (especially the sensu- 
ality pp. 180, 297). Before Michael fell love with 
Lettice, was pursued the over-sexed Julia Mc- 
Namara. When she spurned, she marries Jim Clancy 
spite, drives him drink and finally prods him into 
obstinacy against the rebels which causes his death. She 
then turns stage theatrical and blasphemous miracle, 
claiming conversation with the Virgin (pp. 258-63). Her 
marital experiences with Clancy are also needlessly crude 
their presentation. 


Now and then the atmosphere successful, tavern 
scene, the description islands off the coast, meet- 
ing with half-crazed crone who lost her family after 
eviction. Narrative power evident thrice: the scene 
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which Michael and Lettice take boat out into hur 
ricane prove his great strength—the storm real, the 
general effect ridiculous; the pitched battle between the 
constabulary and the peasants prevent seizure their 
homes; and the ambush which backfires 
death both Butcher and O’Dwyer. must added 
that Lettice will have baby sometime beyond the las 
cover the book, Michael’s great spirit will on! 


While O’Flaherty might have done well with the situa. 
tion, creates caricatures focal figures both sides, 
obvious that sympathizes with the rebels—for their 
situation correctly pictured intolerable, but Michael 
fool, Father Kelly inactive, and Raoul 
opher. least presumed that this philos 
ophy: “While hysterically the idea God, 
with the object making conform our changed 
conception the universe, our moral conscience 
the vacuum created our genius”. There are many 
such pseudo-brilliant flashes: from them easy see 
why Raoul never held his followers. 

James Edward Tobin, 

New York City 
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Cain, James Past All Dishonor. 
1946. 233p. $2.00. 


This the story “how came about that boy that 
went St. Anne’s Annapolis, and believed what 
heard there, should turn into traitor, killer, and 
Falling love with Morina, that had something 
with it. But Virginia City had something 
with too. Maybe they were wrong about the devil. 
Maybe didn’t move out like they said 
Maybe found new way conjure. Maybe found 
you give people everything they want, and nothing they 
ought have, that’ll wind them hell, too” 


232-3). 


the moral this book that destruction reached 
gradual steps, giving lust, thievery, brutality 
and murder, disloyalty. The redeeming feature the 
novel the above paragraph where Roger Duval 
ognizes that his betrayal his duty the Confederacy, 
occasioned his inordinate passion for Morina, has led 
his moral and physical ruin. But that redeeming half 
page not sufficient balance the detailed account 
seduction and brutality occuring the remainder Past 
All Dishonor. Perhaps has some slight value 
torical novel dealing with the silver-mining town 
ginia City the 1860’s but its chief strength and 
ness the stark delineation the downfall Roger 
Duval. Mature adults only will read without harm 
and may perhaps receive some slight compensation. 


Knopf. May 23, 


Page, Elizabeth. Adventure. Rinehart. May 


23, 1946. 309p. $2.50. 


When went the governor Virginia 1742 for 
supplies and authority explore the territory the 
West Captain Howard was refused because the governor’s 
energies and supplies were being concentrated into naval 
expedition against the Spanish Barbados. the night 
the refusal his son Josiah brought news the abduction 
the lovely Lisel Salling Indians and the 
seized this pretext change the date old order in} 
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Council under which obtained fraudulently supplies 
and ammunition. upriver before his duplicity 
can discovered Howard makes his party consisting 


Josiah, his lovesick son, Poteat Pettit) Huguenot 
added woodsman, and John Peter Salling, father Lisel. 
the They set out upon the trail Red Sinclair, Josiah’s rival 
for Lisel’s affections, who has already begun the search. 
party crosses the Alleghenies, goes down the Ohio, 
Kaskaskia, following minor clues but without suc- 
Then they head down the Mississippi where they 
finally captured the French and imprisoned 
English spies New Orleans, being condemned the 
salt mines New unharmed, has been 
God, sold from one tribe another, finally being ransomed 
Ducroix who brings her New Orleans where 
she finds her would rescuers prison. Their release 
arranged but letter they had smuggled out prison 
discovered and they are again condemned 
Lisel taken the Ducroixs France. Salling and 
Sinclair escape and make their way through Florida, 
Georgia, and the Carolinas Virginia. Howard, Josiah 
and Poteat are shipped France but their ship cap- 
tured English man-o’-war and they are liberated. 
fay Lisel escapes out France England and the four return 
Virginia under the protection Lord Fairfax. The 
information gathered Captain Howard the trip 
restores him favor with the governor and all ends 
happily when Red and Lisel are reunited. 
and History, romance are happily blended this 
nething story wilderness America the eighteenth century. 
founded actual records and indeed the background, 
though sketchy times, uniformly well done. There 
objectionable the story and seems suitable for 
readers high school level and above. 
Curran, Francis X., Trends American 
Church History. America Press. May, 1946. xviii, 190p. 
$2.50. 
The first and last sentences the Introduction explain 
the purpose this book. “The average American lives 
complete ignorance the religious history his coun- 
prehensible form the essential facts the historical evolu- 
tion the churches the United States.” 
The people our country have never been conscious 
Christianity those western Europe were for 
many centuries. Since the earliest days American 
history there have been Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans, 
Calvinists, Baptists, Quakers and others, differing 
fundamental doctrines but calling themselves Christians. 
Father Curran the early chapters explains very briefly 
the origin the leading Protestant denominations, con- 
the attitude the Catholics with that the Protes- 
tants regard the conversion Indians, and sum- 
marizes the anti-Catholic legislation the English-speak- 
the ing colonies. 
The successful conclusion the Revolutionary War had 
two important results our religious history. (1) The 
laws against Catholics were gradually abolished and they 
were able establish hierarchy 1789. (2) The 
their superiors Europe, and though adhering the 


Curran 


doctrines the mother-churches, now 
pendent organizations. 


The author then proceeds study the history religion 
America during the early decades the nineteenth 
century when the tide immigration from Europe 
reached our shores and when the pioneers began move 
the lands west the Alleghany mountains. The 
Catholic Church, because the scarcity priests, was 
obliged devote her major efforts the German and 
Irish Catholics, who had settled the large cities the 
East. The Baptists and the newly-found church the 
Methodists, were the two Protestant denominations that 
labored most energetically the West. Their camp-fire 
meetings, their “revivals”, and their emphasis upon the 
emotional side religion appealed the primitive people 
the frontier. 


chapter devoted the difficulties that confronted the 
Catholic Church the first half the nineteenth cen- 
tury. There was friction between the different 
ties and attempts lay trustees and disobedient priests 
govern their parishes defiance episcopal authority. 
Moreover the steady growth the Catholic Church led 
outbreak bigotry without parallel American 
history. Catholic edifices were burned, Catholic settle- 
ments were attacked, and political party was formed 
for the overthrow “Popery” America. But the 
time the Civil War the Catholic Church had success- 
fully overcome these enemies from without and from 
within. 
The attitude the churches toward slavery naturally 
receives special consideration. The Protestants the 
North and South were hopelessly divided this ques- 
tion that they broke off all relations with one another 
and these schisms most cases have never been healed. 
The vast majority Negroes after the Civil War refused 
submit white domination and formed Protestant 
churches restricted members their own race. The 
Catholic Church managed retain the allegiance most 
her colored members and recent years has intensified 
her apostolate among the Negroes that today she the 
largest interracial denomination the United States. 


The last three chapters are concerned with the effects 
liberalism and secularism religion the United States. 
The Protestant churches great extent have yielded 
the spirit the times. Many their clergymen 
longer regard Christ the Son God and reject the 
divine inspiration the Bible. They have steadily under- 
mined marriage and family-life their approval di- 
vorce and birth-control. They encourage ministers, who 
differ with them fundamental questions theology, 
preach their pulpits, and even admit membership 
those who not subscribe the official creed their 
church. Some Catholics the end the nineteenth 
century toned down the difficult doctrines their church 
order make them more acceptable non-Catholics. 
But the vigorous action the Holy See quickly put 
end this dangerous practice. 


appendix the author gives the names most the 
Protestant denominations the United States, the date 
their foundation, and the church which they origi- 
nally belonged. There also adequate bibliography 
and index. 


Father Curran writes simple, clear and interesting 
style that will hold the attention his readers. 
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Underhill Lamb 


than two hundred pages has the whole succeeded 
tracing the major trends American Church history. 
There are, however, some significant omissions. For ex- 
ample, there mention the influence the North- 
west Ordinance 1787 the growth religious liberty, 
nor the attitude the Freemasons America toward 
religion general and the Catholic Church particular. 
One might easily challenge some the author’s state- 
ments, as, for instance, that the letter Pope Leo XIII 
1899 the American bishops condemning certain 
doctrinal errors, did not apply the Catholics the 
United States but those France—a very strange way 
indeed for the Holy See act! 


Earnest-minded Protestants will not like this book. The 
breakup American Protestantism into more than 250 
sects, and the jettisoning the supernatural many 
their outstanding leaders are indeed sad story and 
damaging indictment the principle private judgment 
religious matters. Catholics too will far from com- 
placent. They will forced examine their consciences 
order see whether they are doing all that they can 
convert the seventy-million Americans without any 


religious affiliation. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Esopus, New York 


x * 


Underhill, Evelyn. Collected Papers. Lucy 
Menzies. Longmans, Green. Apr. 17, 1946. 


The papers collected this volume were written the 
late Evelyn Underhill, the Anglo-Catholic student 
mysticism, over period fifteen years—from 1922 
1937. They are unified common theme: the life 
prayer. 

Watkin recent book, Christian Art and Culture, 
suggests that are witnessing all sides today in- 
creasing awareness the spirit; there stirring within 
the souls men various strata Society which indi- 
cates the vitalizing influence the Holy Ghost. Certain 
that there ever widening interest the subject 
prayer and mysticism. This encouraging sign and 
one desperately needed the morass materialism and 
secularism which engulfs this age. 


Evelyn Underhill has been well known for many years 
writer unusual ability with gift for portraying 
subtle states soul language that glows with faith and 
pulses with life. She was devout member the Anglo- 
Catholic Church, and sincere believer the “Branch 
theory” that Church. one who has read her writ- 
ings could doubt the depth her love for the Christian 
Faith, and the completeness her self-oblation the 
service Christ. Her writings, for the most part, are 
solidly grounded the teachings the Roman Catholic 
Saints and Theologians. She knows St. John the Cross 
and St. Teresa Avila well, and she follows closely 
their traditional teachings prayer and mystical experi- 
ences. Indeed, reading this book, hard believe 
that was written one who was not devout Roman 
Catholic. Only here and there are there lines which are 
not quite harmony with the teaching the Church. 


the first paper this Collection, page 58, appears 
this reviewer that there over-emphasis given 
the influence the sub-conscious mind states 
passive prayer. “In the passive states prayer, give 


Best 


that unconscious mind the opportunity presenting its 
results the conscious reason and will” (p. 
sentence suggests the thought that infused contemplation 
might supernatural activation sub-conscious data, 
Although Evelyn Underhill quick add “No experi. 
enced Christian will willing allow that such 
prayer merely explores his own buried 
the same time the emphasis upon sub-conscious psychology 
seems minimize somewhat the totally 
nature infused contemplation, “passive 
the traditional sense. 


the third paper, excellent treatise Christian 
Worship, there the dubious assertion that “withou 
God’s Self-revelation men could never have known 
God was adorable”. the teaching Catholic 
ogy that man can know, the light reason alone, that 
God exists, and that the Supremely Perfect Being, mus 
adored. 
the sixth paper, “What that one 
finds the most debatable ground. There not clea 
enough distinction made between what might 
“natural mysticism”, and the purely supernatural char 
acter infused prayer insisted upon Saint John the 
Cross and Saint Teresa. There can be, and 
is, certain exaltation soul, kind poetic “aware. 
ness” God without any mysticism the Christian 
sense, and absurd put Plotinus the same category 
John the Cross. Dom John Chapman, believe, 
who makes the very interesting point that there can 
certain souls who have nature “instinct” for 
templation. But that not the same thing 
tion the Christian sense, which essentially infused 
state which the Gifts the Holy Ghost, Wisdom and 
Understanding, predominate supernatural 
Likewise, not quite accurate exegesis the 
text: live, yet not see definition Mys 
ticism. 
pity that one cannot recommend this without 
reservations, because contains much exalted beauty 
thought and But Canon 1399 No. 
hibits books written non-Catholics which treat “ex 
professo” religious subjects, unless obvious that 
there nothing contained therein contrary 
teaching. There are few things—a very few true— 
this book, which cannot considered harmony 
with Catholic teaching, therefore some reservations must 
made otherwise enthusiastic approval. 

Fidelis Rice, 

St. Joseph’s Passionist Monastery, 

Baltimore, Maryland 


* * 


Lamb, Harold. Alexander Macedon. Doubleday. Apr. 
18, 1946. 402p. $3.50. 

the fourth century before Christ remarkable figure 
blazed across the state world history, exerting for 
brief span years important influence upon the course 
that history. was Alexander the Great, son 
barbarian chieftian Northern Greece, the first unify 
most the nations into world state which, however dis 
integrated upon his death. well presented biography 
Mr. Lamb treat Alexander military genius, 
leader men, geographer and explorer, 
personality whom manic tendencies manifested 
selves toward the close life. 
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Greece that century was series semi-independent 
city-states, engaged continuous internecine struggle, uni- 
fed only repelling the advance the Persians. The 
days Pericles Athens had long since passed and 
Demosthenes was working there awaken men care 
their ancient liberties while Philip Macedon cast 
ominous shadow from the north. Philip’s strength lay 
hardened group which used with consummate strategy. 
Alexander was the son Philip and Epinis. Always his 
position was anomalous and his mother rendered more 
insisting, the Greeks those days had habit 
doing that Zeus was his real father. Alexander’s early 
education was supervised his mother and his early 
days were those adolescent dreamer. When Philip 
took over marched with the Macedonians and studied 
with Aristotle becoming somewhat pragmatist and 
leaning toward the natural sciences. Philip severed the 
connection with Aristotle just Alexander was about 
become physician and summoned him aid the 
formation the Hellenic League whose Captain-gen- 
eralcy Alexander succeeded upon his father’s death. 


Then Alexander ruled Macedon, destroyed Thebes and 
began plan the Asiatic conquest first continuation 
his father’s plans and then line with his own ideals 
world exploration and unification. After shaky start 
along the coast Asia Minor there came the battles 
and Guagamela which the armies Persian 
Darius were destroyed, the conquest Tyre and the 
occupation Egypt. Then followed the subjugation and, 
occupation the old Persian Empire its four capitals 
Ecbatana, Persepolis, Babylon and Susa fell. Alexander 
established sketchy administration before starting his 
eastern journeys exploration which culminated the 
Beas river India where mutiny the faithful Mace- 
donians forced him return. These journeys were also 
military campaigns. Returning West found his empire 
administrative difficulties. the midst dealing with 
these and while planning the exploration Arabia 
died suddenly his thirty-third year, probably malaria. 


Mr. Lamb concludes that Alexander was statesman and 
political scientist mean ability, man who was well 
his way unifying the nations the world. was 
military genius, one history’s foremost explorers and 
geographers and man whose sanity trembled the 
balance during his later years when strain and frustration 
led the development manic tendencies. Alexander’s 
military methods are examined detail and credited 
with developing the methods modern warfare. 
journeys and conquests, above all his methods adminis- 
tration made possible series migrations which led 
the development new Asiatic-Hellenic culture and 
its diffusion throughout the world. Critical evaluation 
Mr. Lamb’s work must come from historians but general 
seems least consistently developed interpreta- 
tion suitable, mainly because the subject matter, for 
educated adult readers. 


Catholic Book Selection 


Vann, Gerald, O.P. The Divine Pity. Sheed and Ward. 
Mar. 20, 1946. 220p. $2.50. 


The subtitle Father Vann’s book is, Study the 
Social Implications the Beatitudes, and studies 
man’s progress toward perfection: from gradual growth 


Vann Orska Liebman 


self mastery and discipline that perfect charity that 
brings all men participation his act adoration. 


The author correlates the beatitudes, the gifts the Holy 
Ghost and the Sacraments, telescoping Christian life, not 
many stages material accomplishment, but 
unified and gradual process becoming perfect. Through 
practical consideration the possibilities offered each 
day, points the wisdom that looks through the pass- 
ing time the unchangeable Present Eternity, hear- 
ing every turn the “Follow Me” that will bring the 
peace quiet life earth and dispel all fear the 
hour death. 


Throughout, the author also correlates the active and the 
contemplative life, showing that the effects the life 
action that immediately dispose man the life 
vision. draws beautiful and clear distinction be- 
tween the prayer filial reverence, awe, petition and 
wonder. 

The book recommended with enthusiasm the lay- 
man well the religious. 


The story the 
May 29, 1946. 


Silent the Vistula. 
Longmans, Green. 


Orska, Irena. 
Warsaw Uprising. 


275p. $3.00. 


Aug. 1944, when the Russians had reached the 
banks the Vistula opposite Warsaw, the secret Polish 
Home Army arose rebellion against its Nazi conquerors, 
strong the hope that within five six days they would 
able shake off the Nazi yoke. Sixty-three days later, 
Oct. 1944, the Uprising was beaten down and most 
the living participants transferred the prison camp 
Pruszkow where dying simply took longer. Silent 
the Vistula the diary Madame Jan Bytniewska (Irena 
Orska) who worked with the Home Army nurse and 
saw first hand the struggle the Poles whose strength 
will was greater than their numbers arms. Above 
all this story courage whole city, for every 
man, woman and child used every resource combat the 
invaders. Even when they realized their betrayal the 
Russians who remained silent beyond the Vistula they 
fought till ammunition and food and water were ex- 
hausted and minds were cracking under the brutal ten- 
sions war. 

Then came the prison camp where horrors were multi- 
plied. Rape, disease, starvation, beatings were added 
the physical wounds defeated people. Through all 
this Irena Orska lived, partly because she was allowed 
nurse her fellow-prisoners. Ultimately she 
escape with her daughter who thirteen years was also 
member the Underground Army. 

This diary forms informal supplement Karski’s Story 
Secret State (Best Sellers, Dec. 15, rec- 
ommended for general adult reading, and particularly for 
those who have never read much about the Polish people. 


Religious Book Club---May Selection 
Liebman, Joshua Loth. Peace Mind. Simon and Schus- 
ter. Mar. 22, 1946. xiv, 203. $2.50. 

the past religion has had make its peace with 
astronomy and biology, today, the opinion the 
author Peace Mind, must make its peace with 
modern psychology, and this not for harmony’s sake 
alone, but for the immeasurable benefit that will accrue 
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the human race. Some idea the antitheses doing good the hope improving the lot 

reconciled may had from the author’s strictures generations can the hope future life. Inn 
religion and religionists (the author’s inelegant term for such thing revelation, but our notion Wilson, 
those who prefer religion science) well from his revised include the concurrence May 27, 
enthusiastic acceptance the credo the modern psy- which God manifests Himself here and 
chologists. obviously confusion natural revelation and super. 
natural revelation, and equally obviously 
purely natural basis religion. The entire boo 
suffers from the lack clear notion God and 
relation Him, and from vague and unfounded readers, 
ism the goodness human nature. 
Naturally, considering the subject matter the volume 
the institution confession discussed, and more 
mildly condemned pre-psychological. Any hat does: 
the Sacrament Penance natural plane misses th: The 
point entirely, and the author here manifests not 


not probe the causes fear the individual. Religion, the slightest acquaintance with the notion and fiction 
fortified with the findings modern psychology, will Sacramental Confession. lowed 
wiser religion: will able deal with human nature the risk disagreeing with the simple logic the 
without succumbing dismay, will neither naive about trade, which maintains that because book says some crazy debuta 
human goodness nor pessimistic about human power; thing about religion, must therefore read, and 
will show men how achieve freer conscience, less more frightening prospect being critical the Perry kills 
counterfeit love, more integrated courage, and provide Digest selections, this book better unread—even until 
the means for undistorted life-affirming communion digest form. book whet 
with God. Charles Denecke, Alice whe 
Woodstock College, Ned. 


The 
the last 
Religion, emphasizing the notion man’s wickedness, for 
has falsified man’s conscience, and has taught him re- 
press the urgings his nature; the psychologists, the 
contrary, advocates release and sublimation. Religion has 
stressed the importance choice between opposing good 
and evil; the psychologist maintains that the more im- 
portant function choice exercised the choice 
one good over another, more noble renunciation. Re- 
ligion teaches men detour their sorrows, rather 
face grief and overcome it; denounces fear, but does 


ous ports 


The credo religion, then, must extended include 
the credo modern psychology, Freud and the post- 
Freudians, union that not startling, the author Crime Club---May Selection 
hastens inform us, but remember Galileo. Bennett, Margo. Time Change Hats. Doubleday, 
must not afraid hidden impulses, but accept them May 1946. 282p. $2.00. 
part ourselves; must transcend inner anxiety 
recognizing our true competence and courage; must 
not flee sorrow, but live through and win dominion 
over it; must respect truth everywhere and always; 
must free ourselves the distortions that block the way 


Hume, 


John Davies, discharged English veteran May 1946 
his friends soliciting their present future business 
corpses. received only one answer, this from young from Johns 


married woman lately evacuated with several other from Doctor 


Him. This the way self-respect, and self-respect 
had been leaving sinister calling cards the the crumblir 


the condition love neighbor. signed “DEATH”; and shortly after Davies arrived rich “devils”. 
This credo not quite new the modern psychology, old gentleman was wounded and middle-aged building 
nor alien the concept religion the author was shot death. Clad the wounded man’s hat and University 
might lead believe. What actually criticizes jacket, and seated desk his home behind closed 
religion throughout the volume the modern, almost windows, the adventuress presented the village with formation 
godless, naturalistic and liberal religion the past few enough talk about for long time come. Two guns, and 
centuries. Stripped their cant, most the precepts each belonging different suspect, were missing. years 
natural asceticisms, here advocated new discoveries, the company were without alibis, but 
can found any approved authority that least four people had reason enough 
There vast difference between the Manichaean con- want the murdered woman out the way. friendship 
cept religion that criticizes and proper notion amateur detective, Davies found his plans Founding 
religion. the former notion nature itself vitiated, and his activities hampered dozen different ways| medical sch 
principle evil, and must suppressed. the latter readily open the police. This remedied opened the 
there such blind capitulation evil, and therefore unwilling ally the local sergeant police with before 
need for repression the psychological use the whom “swopped” findings, quid pro quo and tit for sutgery coul 
term, but the same time there recognition the Eventually, the case was solved their mutual abandoned 
fact evil resulting from the perversity the will tion and reward but not until cows and goats, cats temove dyin 
man himself. Hence feelings remorse shame, geese, few hundred angry wasps and dozen more face and 


simply sense one’s own sinfulness resulting from the seemingly-simple villagers had crossed their paths. Chinese 
knowledge that one can easily wrong, not unworthy Good its deductions, the story bit weak plot were 
man. construction. has good background, however, but 
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The program that the author proposes religious pro- pleasantly humorous touches. promising “first” dedi- 
gram itself purely natural program self-improve- cated “To Creditors” writer who may expected 

ment. Its end attained here and now, present bring her central character back other books later on. 
communication with God. And whether not man Helen Butler did 
prepared believe personal immortality matter Marywood College, mentarium 


indifference, for can find the same stimulation Scranton, Pennsylvania 
school and 
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Inner Sanctum Mystery Special 


Wilson, Mitchell. The Panic-Stricken. Simon and Schus- 
ter. May 27, 1946. 199p. $2.00. 


The present Inner Sanctum Special considerably worse 
than the last one—which hardly auspicious begin- 
ning for new book idea. This time all the characters are 
worthless, setup growing popularity with publishers’ 
readers, but not necessarily with the public outside such 
Ned Lake has been hell- 
yacht, living off gifts from its too wealthy owner, Creston, 
and sharing the surplus women who came aboard vari- 
ous ports the world. Allegedly brilliant, dumb 
that doesn’t know that the captain, Perry, running 
drugs. The leader the narcotic ring has associations 
with the Nazis—a dying grasp the necessary trend 
the last few years. New York Ned fol- 
lowed rat named Gabriel, who wants the 
racket. also followed, abroad the yacht, thrill- 
crazy debutante named Alice. All this, interrupted 
comments modern art, fills the first third the book. 
Perry kills Creston, Gabriel wants kill the others, but 
not until gets the secret. The only suspense the 
book whether Gabriel, loathesome sadist, will attack 
Alice whether she will more willingly into the arms 
Ned. such foundations are novels built; diffi- 
cult picture the psychopaths who enjoy this tripe. 


Norton Medical Award 


Hume, Edward Doctors East Doctors West. 
May 1946. 278p. $3.00. 


Doctor Hume was born and reared India and had 
destined himself for that country after his graduation 
from Johns Hopkins Medical School. But invitation 
Doctor Harlan Beach, baited with the possibility 
launching medical school, led him 1905 China 
the Manchu dynasty and the hatred foreign 
There for twenty-five years labored the 
building the hospital and medical school the Yale 
University Mission China “Yali ram- 
bling semi-outline style, interspersed with 
formation and numerous vignettes people 
and customs, Doctor Hume tells the story those twenty- 
five years China. began facing hatred and con- 
tempt—he approached with friendship and attempted 
understanding—he ended with the confidence and the 
friendship the people. 


Founding the hospital was slow and tedious process, the 
medical school was even slower. the year 
opened the hospital but many other years were pass 
before was accepted and before the benefits modern 
surgery could offered. The first hospital site was 
abandoned inn and Doctor Hume had careful 
dying patients before their death order save 
face and avoid disaster. From the first was interested 
Chinese medicine and healing practice. Healing prac- 
tices were closely allied with the animistic religions the 
country but medical practice was more baffling. The 
strength Chinese medicine lay the bafflingly suc- 
cessful diagnosis, purely clinical affair, and the use 
asemi-mystical but potent pharmacopoeia. Doctor Hume 
did not incorporate these practices into his own arma- 
mentarium but treated them with respect and won 
from the people for himself. college, nursing 
school and medical school were later added his origi- 


Norton. 


nal foundation and time had the satisfaction 
housing the entire institution modern buildings and 
expanding point where became potent factor 
the development medicine China. does not 
speak detail disease conditions China nor the 
work his institution but between the lines can read 
the appalling state the first and the major contributions 
the second. 


Through the days the Boxer Rebellion, through the 
fall the Empire and the rise the Republic, through 
the days the war-lords and into the eventual unification 
under Chiang Kai-shek, Dr. Hume and his associates 
labored advance the cause medicine China. They 
were danger and peril but they managed always 
survive. Predominantly Dr. Hume’s approach was one 
friendship and equality and his case was suc- 
cessful approach. left Changsha long before the Japs 
came China and, though was conquered and oc- 
cupied, believes that his work and its spirit will con- 
tinue live rebuilding China. This book not 
history; series reminiscences, competently done 
and suitable for most readers high school level and 
higher. 


1946. 213p. $2.00. 


The most unusual fact about Mrs. Gilbert Highet, née 
Helen that she not bound formula 
her melodramas. Otherwise one would say that her 
fourth volume she deserts her accustomed pattern cat- 
and-mouse espionage for more ancient and elemental 
theme: that free man’s angry response tyranny. 
point sober truth only her first two books, and they 
the lesser excellence, dealt primarily with spy intrigue. 
The penultimate narrative, While Still Live, con- 
cerned itself with Poland her early travail before the 
German assault recoiled and the Russian aggression ex- 
tended itself. Now she turns the South Tyrol and 
mountaineers’ reaction against naked despotism; stout 
Alpine peasants Germanic stock who, like the berg- 
dwellers Schiller’s great poem drama, Wilhelm Tell, 
will have naught any hectoring tyrant, whether his 
name Gessler Hitler. 


There less plot than usual—in fact, far length 
goes, the book scarcely more than novella—and the 
exciting events assume stately saga movement, befits 
their mountain locale. The central character, Peter Len- 
nox, painter, wounded and captured Tobruk, fits Ber- 
nard Shaw’s impression the typical English daredevil 
shy school man who shuns rank and has nothing 
the soldier about him except his uniform. effects 
autumn escape from Italian military prison the 
Dolomites near Bolzano only detained the Tyrol 
order commanding officer who wishes establish 
liaison between the nascent Tyrolean and 
the advancing Allied armies. stays through the winter 
Hinterwald the Schlern, upland plateau, living 
with the Schlicht family, sharing their gracious rhythm 
that compact the changing seasons and Catholic 
village custom, until the coming spring, the Germans, 
and the two Allied parachutists who have been sent 
contact him. Then things come head; Nazi brutality 
collaborates with village girl’s tragic heroism rivet the 
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people’s grim determination resist; and the mise-en- 
closes Alpine sunset,, with Lennox, his per- 
sonal complexities resolved calm acceptance duty, 
marching into the mountains next Johann, the mur- 
dered girl’s betrothed, rouse the North Tyrol against 
the invader. 


This outline Mrs. Highet’s story sounds were 
typical anti-Nazi melodrama the more literate sort. But 
something more than that. Aside from achieving 
greater versimilitude than, say, Kay Boyle’s recent 
Frenchman Must Die, transcends the customary limits 
even the good political novel reach the Homeric uni- 
versalities hatred, fear, love, and bravery. Also, the 
author lifts leaf out the Wordsworthian book when 
she visualizes powerfully scenes she has loved the 
past; she lets herself possessed the tutelary deity 
Alpine rock and stream, genius loci who, this case, 
turns out that elusive oread, Milton’s “mountain- 
nymph, sweet Liberty”. Incidentally, she makes telling, 
implicit, plea for Tyrolean autonomy or, least, de- 
tachment from Italy, interesting thing American 
Catholics view certain influential segment 
British Catholic opinion calling for Italian retention 
Trieste but restoration the South Tyrol Austria. 


The nice thing about stirring parable this nature 
that cuts across age groups. certain moods anyone 
from the adolescent the elderly reader who remembers 
youth’s hot resentment the face anything despotic 
can relish its tonic and tenacious defiance. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Possess Not. Fell. May 21, 1946. 
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Yellow-haired, rugged, tempestuous Erick Norgard lived 
with people and painted them powerfully. His vitality, 
hisélan, his jest for life were, were, soaked from 
the lives others and transmitted into his paintings. His 
studio Manhattan was above that Michele Bruce, 
successful photographic illustrator, upon whom had 
grown dependent. had had affair with her but 
had broken off naturally though she continued love 
with him. Always the back Erik’s mind lurks 
fear that will lose his sanity, symbolized his fight 
against silence which flees constantly. successful 
exhibition his paintings meets Mary Vallant from 
small town Ohio and falls love with her. They are 
married and spend some time art town Europe. 
When they return Mary’s native conservatism clashes 
with Erik’s Bohemianism and after their first child 
born Mary insists moving the work 
deteriorates and slowly becomes insane, attempting 
suicide after which taken private asylum for 
treatment. Mary and Michele come out the 
open wage total war for the possession his soul. 
recovers Erik wishes return Michele but soon 
sees that even her acquiescence his mode life simply 
cloaks her desire possess him. the end escapes 
from both women knowing that only complete freedom 
can create the great art which his purpose life. 


Inconsequential and rather uninteresting this minor and 
unimportant story written and developed purely along 


Best SELLER 


the lines modern psychiatry. places artistic 
above morality, condones illicit sexual affairs and 
unnecessary profanity. Though would not seem esp; 
cially harmful for adult readers yet there little valy 
the book that one can see little reason for recor 
mending anyone. 
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